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ORdered  by  the  Commons  in 
Parliament  affembled,  That 
this  Declaration  be  forthwith  printed 
and  publiflied. 

Hen:  Scobell,  Qleric. 
Tarliamenti. 
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Printed  for  Edward  Hnjbandy  Printer  to  the  Honorable  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  are  to  be  fold  at  his  Shop  in  FJeetftreet,  at 
the  Sign  of  the  Golden-Dragon ,  near  the 
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A  ^Declaration  of  the  Tarliament  of 

England,  in  Anfwer  to  the  late  Letters  fent 
to  them  from  the  Commifiioners  of 
Scotland. 

HOw  defirous  this  Houfe  and  the 
well-affe<Sted  of  this  Nation  have 
been,  during  all  the  late  Trou- 
bles ,  to  preferve  a  good  Underftanding 
with  our  Brethren  of  Scotland,  will  be  eafi- 
ly  difcerned  by  the  Tranfa£tions  between 
us  and  them  5  wherein,  how  often  and  how 
willingly,  we  have  departed  from  our  own 
Intereft  to  latisfie  theirs  j  is  fufficiendy 
known:  And,  although  it  is  notorioufly 
evident  to  all  men,  how  all  Treaties  and 
Leagues  that  were  between  us  have  been 
broken  and  violated  by  thepublique  a£t  of 
the  late  Parliament  of  Scotland,  invading 
this  Nation  with  a  great  Army ;  and  that 
therefore  Obligations  from  us  to  them,  that 
had  grown  from  thofeTreaties  and  Leagues, 
are,  by  that  of  default  of  theirs  (in  Juftice) 
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madevoid  (as  wemuftand  hereby  do  Dc- 
carethemto  be)  yet  we  are  ftill  willing  to 
entertain  a  Correspondency  and  good  Un- 
derftanding  (upon  terms  of  common  and 
mutual  Friendship)  with  the  well-affedied 
of  that  Nation  :  And  therefore  we  enter- 
tained, with  all  fitting  refpe&s,  their  Com- 
milsioners  lately  lent  hither,  upon  the  fight 
of  their  Letters  of  Credence-  But  having 
fince  received  from  thofe  their  Commil- 
fioumers  certain  Letters  (dated  the  Sixth  and 
Two  and  twentieth  of  lanuary  laftj  which 
contain  divers  things  in  relation  to  our  Af- 
fairs, not  proper  for  any  of  another  Nation 
to  take  notice  of  (at  leaffc)  not  infucha  ma- 
ner  and  fuch  terms  as  they  do  :  Although 
it,  therefore,  fcems  not  neceflary  for  us  to 
give  them  any  anfwer  thereunto,  yet  they  or 
fome  other  for  them,  having  taken  a  courfe 
to  Print  and  Publifh  the  lame  (as  far  as  in 
them  Wes)  to  the  prejudice  and  fcandalof 
our  juftand  neceflary  Proceedings?Wefinde 
ourfelvesconcern'd  topublifli  a  juft  Anfwer 
thereu n  to/or  fatis  fadt i on  to  the  world,to  the 
view  whereof  they  have  expofed  the  fame ; 
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And  therefore  finding  their  Letter  of  the 
to  be  little  more  then  the  fuller  cxprefsing, 
and  further  urging  the  latter  part  of  that  the 
Sixth  of  lanuary,  Wefliall  follow  the  order 
of  their  firft  Letter,  and  at  the  laid  laffc  Se- 
ction anlwer  both  that  and  their  other  to- 
gether :  And  although,  by  this  method,  we 
(hall  be  forced  often  to  fall  into  lbme  repe- 
titions (their  Letter  having  the  fame  things 
almoftin  every  Paragraph)  yet  that  nothing 
may  be  omitted,  we  fliall  take  that  courfe. 

But  before  we  come  to  thole  particulars, 
wemuft  needs  take  notice  of  onemiftakc, 
generally  implyed  in  their  Letters ,and  more 
then  once  plainly  held  forth(  As  if  the  Kings 
Perfon  might  not  be  difpofed  of  in  England, 
without  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland)  which  Aflertion  (in 
thefe  Letters  implyed,  and  in  (everal  Papers 
of  their  former  Commifsioners  exprefly 
mentioned;  hath  received  fofull  and  clear 
an  Anfwer,  by  the  Declaration  of  this 
Houfc,  Pafled  and  Pubiiflicd  the  28  of 
rvemL  1 646,  as  that  nothing  need  be  further 
faid  in  that  point }  that  Declaration  having 
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been  fent  to  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  and 
delivered  by  our  laft  Commifsioners  there, 
and  we  having  not  yet  feenany  thing  pu  b« 
lifhed  in  Anfwer  to  it :  When  we  fliall  finde 
any  thing  anfwered,  as  to  that  point,  that 
fhal  (eem  to  n^ed  to  Reply,We  fbal  be  ready 
to  (atisfic  any  juft  Obje#ion;  but  in  the 
mean  time  think  it  neceflary  either  to  repeat 
or  epitomize  what  is  chere  Fully  declared. 

Their  Letter  folio vveth. 

The  Commifs 'toners  Letter  of  Jan.  6. 
Sect.  i. 

THe  Committee  of  E/fates  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scot 
hnd,  under/landing  that  the  honorable  Houfes  of 
the  Parliament  were  proceeding  in  a  Treaty  for  Peace  with 
hk  Majefly,  did  ah out  the  beginning  of  the  laft  Moneth 
Authorize  fts  to  prefent  Propcfition*  to  his  Majefty  •  and 
particularly  to  deal  with  him  and  the  Honorable  Houfes, 
for  EfUdiffnpg  the  ^evenant  and  Preslfcrial  Govern- 
menty  'The  Confefiton  of  Faith,  Dinftory  for  Worfhip 
and  Catechifm,  for  yrtvsnting  tht  Toleration  of  Idola- 
try, Popery^  Prelasy^  Superfinion,  Blafphemy,  Herefie 
andSchifmyand  for  perfecting  the  great  Work  of  Re- 
formation and  Uniformity,  according  to  the  Covenant  5 
The  fubflance  whereof  hath  been  formerly  communicated 
in  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Ejlaies  to  bnh  Houfes , 
and  by  one  of  our  numb:ry  upon  his  reception  at  the  Com  - 
mitteeof  Derby- houfc3  by  Order  from  the  Honfes  of 
Parliament, 
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Answer.' 

TO  this,being  but  an  enumeration  of  fuch  things,' 
about  which  they  were  to  prefent  Propoficions 
to  the  King.,  and  to  deal  with  him  and  the  Houfes 
(viz,.)  Concerning  Forms  in  Religion  in  this  Na- 
tion 5  and  for  that  we  meet  with  the  fame  particu- 
lars in  mod  parts  of  their  Letter  upon  feveral  occa- 
fions,  we  (hall  fay  no  more  here,  but.  That  it  is  well 
known  to  the  Coramifsioncrs,  what  pains  hath  been 
taken  already  in  that  affair,and  how  much  time  (pent 
about  it  3  and  we  doubt  not  but  God  will  be  fo  with 
us,  as  we  (hall  do  that,  for  promoting  and  eftablifh- 
ing  of  Religion  in  this  Nation,  which  God  by  his 
Word  (hall  difcover  to  us  to  be  his  will  and  our  duty 
in  it.  But  whatever  the  Propoficions  were,  which 
(they  fay)  they  had  to  prefent  to  the  King,  concern- 
ing any  thing  to  be  eftablifbed,  prevented  or  per- 
fc&ed  in  this  Nation,  we  hope  they  were  not  meant 
to  have  been  prefented  to  the  lace  King  by  them 
alone,  without  the  Parliament  of  Engl  &nd%  for  that 
were  to  have  aflumed  to  themfelves  and  him  a  power 
of  impofiag  Laws  upon  this  Nation  as  they  plcafed 
(which  were  an  infringement  of  the  diftinft  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  free  People  of  this  Nation, 
contrary  to  all  Treaties,  and  the  Covenant  it  felf, 
and  an  Usurpation  not  to  be  induced  without  juft  in- 
dignation on  our  parts,  and  reparation  of  them)  and 
yet  their  language  feems  to  import  no  kfs :  But  if 
ihey  meant  Propoficions  from  them,  to  have  been 
prefented  to  the  Parliament,  and  then  (if  approved) 
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to  the  King,  as  from  both  Kingdoms  5  Wc  have  al- 
ready had  experience  enough  of  admitting  the  Com- 
mtfsioners  of  Scot/and  to  an  intereft  or  communi- 
cation with  us,in  Propofitions  concerning  the  affairs 
of  this  Nation,  and  far  too  much  of  multiplying 
Propofitions  or  AddrefFes  to  that  Man,  and  attend- 
ing for  our  Peace,  the  pleafure  of  him,  who  for  the 
advancement  of  his  own  Will,  Power  and  Perfona! 
Intereft,  againft  the  Publique  Intereft  of  the  fe- 
veral  Kingdoms,  hath  been  the  chief  Author,  Con- 
tinuer  and  Renewer,  of  all  the  Wars  and  Troubles 
in  the  three  Kingdoms,  and  hath  too  abundantly 
demonftrated,That  he  would  not  willingly  admit  of 
any  Peace  or  Settlement,  but  for  the  advantage  of 
hrs  and  his  families  Intereft,to  thepublfque  prejudice 
of  the  feveral  Kingdoms,  or  at  leaft  of  this. 

Letter,  Se&.  2. 

B lit  10  our  gr Bit  grief  we  do  perceive,  that  the  di /fra- 
ctions of  this  Kingdom  are  beyond  our  expectation^ 
grown  exceeding  high  •  That  a  force  hath  been  placed  on 
the  parage  to  the  Hoitfes,  which  during  Tranfattions  of 
higheft  concernment ,  hath  imprifoned  and  fecluded  a 
great  number  of  Members  of  Parliament ,  and  given  oc- 
cafion  to  many  others  to  withdraw^  becanfe  they  finde  they 
cannot  aft  as  in  a  free  Parliament  5  That  Applications 
are  made  to  you,  for  proceeding  againft  the  King  to  take  a- 
way  his  life,  and  for  changing  the  Government  of  thu 
Kingdom^  and  strong  endeavors  are  ufed,  to  overturn  the 
whole  work  of  Reformation^  tocaftoffthe  Miniftery,  and 
introduce  a  Toleration  of  all  Religions  and  Forms  of  Wor* 
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Jhip  And  fo  in  effetf  to  deflrcy  the  Canfe,  wherein  both 
Nations  have  heen  engaged,  and  fruprateall  the  ends  of 
the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant ,  which  both  Kingdoms 
have  fworn(yoith  uplifted  hands)to  Almighty  Godfwcere- 
ly,  really  and  conftantly  to  perform.  The  consider ation  of 
thefe  thing*  doth  exceedingly  trouble  us^and  fill  our  hems 
with  fears,  That  as  they  are  for  theprefent  matter  of  great 
provocation  of  the  wrath  of  God  againfl  us,  difhonorahle 
to  his  Name,  and  a  reproach  to  Religions  fo,  ifperfifled  in, 
that  they  jhaR greatly  weaken  and  divide  us  amongfl  cur 
felves,  unite  forraign  Enemies  againfl  us ,  advance  the 
Popijh  Interefl,  lofe  Ireland,  and  in  the  end  prove  deflru- 
ftive  to  the  Reformed  Religion  >  and  to  the  peace  and  hap- 
pinefiof  thefe  Kingdoms. 

Answer. 

E  are  vcrry  forry  to  fee  many  of  thefe  paffages 
in  their  Lettcr,which  if  we  fliould  pafs  over  in 
filencc,we  fliould  do  wrong  to  the  publique  Gaufe  in 
our  hands  •  And  if  we  anfwer  them  as  we  ought,  we 
muft  fpeak  the  things  we  had  rather  forbear.  From 
whence  thefe  late  diftradHons  (which  they  fay  are 
grown  fo  high )  had  their  firft  contrivance,  and  from 
whom  they  were  fomented  in  their  breeding  and  in- 
fancy, we  are  not  ignorant  (though  there  are  thofe 
of  theScotifli  Nation  that  know  it  better  then  we) 
and  how  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  did  in  the  midft 
of  thofe  diftradions  invade  us  with  a  great  Army, 
is  known  to  all  men-,  which  without  the  extraordinary 
power  of  God  appearing  wonderfully  for  us,  had 
overwhelmed  us,  as  the  ftate  of  our  affairs  were  then 
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implicated  and  diftra&ed  by  the  working  of  the  faid 
contrivances,  and  raifing  of  Infurre&ions  in  moft 
parts  of  the  Land  ,  and  as  our  Forces  were  then  in 
feveral  places  divided,  and  engaged  for  fupprefling 
fuch  InlurrefHons :  ButasGoawas  then  pleafedto 
own  our  own  vveak  conditioned  execute  judgement 
by  a  handful  of  men  upon  the  proud  Enemy5that  had 
already  fwallowed  us  up  in  Defrgn,  and  againft  all 
obligations  of  Leagues  and  Treaty,  and  theTo  much 
pretended  Covenant,in  the  moft  hateful  fadifragous 
maner,  did  invade  us  in  our  diftra&ed  condition,  and 
in  all  other  places  of  the  Kingdom  was  with  us,blef- 
fing  our  Forces  with  fuccefs,  to  a  happy  ending  of 
this  fecond  and  moft  dangerous  War  $  fo  we  hope 
he  will  carry  us  through  in  the  execution  of  Juftice 
impartially  upon  all  the  principal  Authors  of  thefe 
Troubles  and  Diftraflions,  and  thereby  to  lay  the 
furer  Foundation  of  a  found  Peace  (the  execution  of 
Juftice  being  the  beft  means  to  eftablifti  the  tranqui- 
lity and  happinefs  of  any  people)&  without  our  thus 
proceeding,  even  againft  the  greateft  Offender,  the 
King  (for  whom  this  Letter  pleaded)  we  could  not 
expe&tofceanycndof  our  Troubles. 

To  that  they  fay  concerning  a  force  placed  upon 
the  paftages  to  the  Houfcs,  and  the  reft  that  follow- 
eth  in  that  point,  Wefhould  have  expe&ed  (of  all 
men)  to  have  heard  leaft  of  that,  from  thefe  Com- 
miffioners  of  Scotland:  It  is  not  fix  moneths  fince, 
that  (the  Army  of  the  Parliament  of  $calandy  which 
invaded  this  Kingdom^  being  by  the  bkfling  of  God 
overcome)  thofe  that  now  govern  affairs  there  (who 
were  before  oppreffed  by  them)raifed  Forces  of  their 
swjn  authority 3  and  by  force  caufed  them  who  had 
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the  Parliamentary  authority,  to  fly  from  Edenburgh, 
and  (by  the  help  of  our  Forces  then  in  the  North, 
invited  to  their  alTi{hnce)did  compel  the  disbanding 
of  the  Forces  there  remaining  that  were  raifed  by  the 
Parliament-,  and  having  modelled  cheir  own  Forces, 
did  call  another  Parliament  while  the  former  was,by 
Adjournment ,  continued,  and  gave  fuch  Limi- 
tations to  the  new  Elections,  as  chey  judged  moft  for 
the  Intereft,  Safety  and  Peace  of  that  Kingdom  5 
And  that  Parliament  hath  fincefare  under  the  pro- 
tection of  thofe  Forces  fo  raifed:  All  which  particu- 
lars put  together,  do  certainly  amount  to  as  much  ir- 
regularity and  breach  (in  form)  of  bo:h  Priviledgc 
of  Parliament,  and  Freedom  of  Ele&ions  thereto, 
as  that  which  our  Army  (raifed  by  full  authority  of; 
Parliament ,  for  defence  of  the  Liberties  of  this 
Kingdom)hath  done,  in  fecluding  fomc  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  Imprifoning  others,  who  had  be- 
gun, carryedon,  and  were  proceeding,  rcfolvedly, 
to  finifh  fuch  a  Conjunction  with  the  common  Ene- 
my, as  would  vifibly  have  rendred  up  thofe  Liber* 
ties  into  his  hands,  debarred  that  Jaftice  upon  De- 
linquents, to  which  even  the  Covenant  did  engage, 
and  defeated  the  hopes  of  that  Reformation,  and 
precluded  the  confideration  of  thofe  matters  of  Re- 
ligion, which  thefe  Commiffioners  here  plead  for, 
and  for  which  onely  or  principally  (ihey  fay)  they 
were imployed  hither.  The  Imprifoning  of  fbmeof 
which  Members  ,  is  alleaged  by  the  Army  to  be 
(amongft  other  things )  for  Confederacies  or  Cor- 
refpondencies  with  that  Party  \n  'Seotlaniy  againft 
whom,  and  in  thofe  Engagements  and  Atftings  $  for 
which  the  faid  Committee  of  Eftates  there,  hath  fo 


proceeded  as  aforefaid  ( which  we  fuppofe  will  in 
due  time  be  made  appear  accordingly)  Neither  furely 
can  our  continuing  (without thofe  Members)  to  fit 
in  Parliament,  under  the  fafeguard  of  this  Army, 
belefs  juftifiable,  in  form,  then  their  Committee  of 
Eftates,fitting  under  the  protedion  of  that  force  they 
had  lo  raifed  as  aforefaid,  without  the  Members  they 
had  driven  away  thereby,  or  then  their  new  Parlia- 
ments fitting  by  vertue  of  thofe  a&ings  ,  and  under 
prote&ion  of  the  fame  Force,  We  do  not  mention 
thefe  things,  as  condemning  them,  or  to  recrimi- 
nate, orictort  upon  them,  nor  do  we  think  their  ex- 
amples to  be  our  or  the  Armies  judication  •  for  it 
is  the  juftnefs  of  the  grounds  and  ends,  the  integrity 
of  Intentions,and  ncceffity  of  the  a&ings  in  relation 
to  thofe  endSjthat  only  can  juftifie  them  or  us  in  fuch 
Proceedings.  But  we  conceive  thefe  Commifsioners 
might  well  have  fpared  the  mention  of  thefe  particu- 
lars,both  for  that  they  are  (hangers  to  our  Intcreft,& 
ought  not  to  interpofe  in  it5  and  for  that  they, and  the 
Committee  of  Eftates  that  fent  them,  have  a<3ed 
higher  in  the  fame  nature  themfelves,  and  their  Par- 
liament now  fits  by  the  power  of  thofe  a&ings. 
And  whereas  they  fay,  The  ^Members  were  fechded 
during  transitions  of  bigbeft  moment ,  The  late  Pa- 
pers from  the  Army,  and  our  late  Refolutions  in  re- 
lation to  that  fcclufion,  may  fufficiently  evidence, 
That  it  was  immediately  done,and  is  continued,  up- 
on occafion  of  that  Vote  of  the  fifth  of  Deccmb. 
laft:  Whereupon  we  leave  it  to  be  confidercd,  whe- 
ther thofe  Tranfa&ions  in  relation  to  which  the 
Members  were  excluded,  were  not  their  endeavors 
of  clofing  with  the  Ifrng,  to  the  deferring  of  thofe 
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matters  of  Religious  concernment,  for  which  thtfe 
Coramifsioncrs  were  fene ,  and  do  here  fo  much 
plead  or  whether  the  Members  fo  excluded,  were 
any  other,  then  fuch  as  were  guilty  of  that  endeavor. 
And  whereas  they  fay,  It  hath  occ&fiened  many  ethers 
to  withdraw ,  becaufctheycanmt  atlas  a  free  Parliaments 
whether  this  be  their  judgement,  or  the  Commiffio- 
ners  own,  we  know  not  if  fome  Members,  that  are 
abfent,  beof  that  judgement,  th3t  they  cannot  aft 
freely,  we  neither  force  their  judgements,  nor  finds 
our  felves  under  any  fuch  force,  as  to  hinder  the  free 
exercifeof  our  own:  We  doubt  not  but  Orong  en- 
deavors are  u  fed  (as  they  have  been  and  will  be)  to 
overturn  all  true  &thorow  Rcformation-and  the  Re- 
formation in  Scotland  hath  not  wanted  oppofition  in 
their  own  Nation,  and  endeavors  of  fubverfion,  as 
well  formerly  as  now  lately,  by  that  wicked  Army 
that  invaded  us :  In  which  a<5Hon  had  they  profper- 
ed,  thefe  Commiflioners  and  their  friends  there, 
might  furely  havcexpeded  the  utter  extirpating  of 
their  Reformation,  and  all  that  had  pretended  to  ic* 
although  that  Army  profeffed  alfo  for  the  Cove* 
nant.  But  why  the  Commifsioners  complain  of  it 
to  us,  we  underftand  not,  nor  are  confeious  of  any 
guilt  in  oppofing  Reformation,  but  truft:  that  God 
will  carry  on  his  own  work  of  a  perfeft  andthorow 
Reformation,  according  to  his  own  will,  in  his 
own  way,  againftallthe  endeavors  and  oppofitions 
of  any  prophanenefs  or  formality  whatfocver :  And 
we  truft  alfo,  that  God  will  make  us  faithful  in  the 
contribution  of  our  utmoft  power  to  that  end,  as  far 
as  he  (hall  reveal  his  will  unto  us  concerning  our 
duty  in  it.  Forca&ingoff  theMiniftery5wc  have  no 


fuch  intention,  nor  know  we  any  fuch  thing  in  fad^ 
if  any  of  them  findc  (be*  Audience  thinner  then 
formerly,  they  may  do  well  to  examine,  whether 
the  caufe  have  not  been  chiefly  from  thcmfelves,  by 
feektng  their  own  things,  more  then  the  things  of 
Chrift:  bat  for  thofe  to  whom  God  hath  given 
grace  to  be  found  faithful  in  the  work  of  the  Go- 
fpcl,  and  continue  fo,  we  know  not  any  fuch,  who 
want  either  due  honor  and  refpe&,  or  competent 
maintenance amongft  us:  And  as  we  arc  refolved, 
for  our  parts,  during  the  time  of  our  Truft,  fo  we 
are  confident  it  will  be  the  care  of  thofe  that  fhali 
fucceed  us  in  the  Legiflative  power  of  this  Nation, 
That  very  comfortable  fubfiftence  flial  be  provided 
for  ail  fuch,  in  what  way  foever  ic  (hall  be  fettled, 
for  the  moft  quiet  and  beft  contentment,both  of  fuch 
Minifter  and  people. 

For  the' Toleration  of  all  Religions  and 
Forms  of  Worfhip,  that  their  Letter  objeds,  We 
know  not  whom  they  intend  in  that  charge  i  As  for 
the  truth  and  power  of  Religion.,  it  being  a  thing  in- 
trinfecal  between  God  and  the  Soul,  and  the  mat- 
ters of  Faith  in  the  Gofpel  being  fuch,  as  no  natu- 
ral light  doth  reach  unto,  We  conceive  there  is  no 
Humane  power  of  coercion  thereunto,  nor  to  re- 
train men  from  believing  what  God  fufFers  their 
judgements  to  be  perfwaded  of  j  but  if  they  mean 
oncly  the  outward  and  publique  Forms  of  Profeffi- 
on  or  Worfhip,  Wc  know  no  fuch  univerfal  Tolera- 
tion endeavored  or  intended  amongft  us,  neither  yet 
do  we  finde  any  warrant  to  perfecute  all  that  do  not 
worfhip  God,  or  profefs  to  believe  in  the  fame  Form 
that  we  do. 

Neither 
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Neither  do  we  conceive  that  this  were  to  deftroy 
the  caufe,  in  which  we  have  been  engaged :  The  main 
caufe  in  which  we  have  been  eog  iged  hath  been  ,  The 
Vindication  of  the  Freedom ,  and  Liberties  of  the 
Nation  from  Tyranny  and  Slavery,  which  we  hope, 
by  theblcfsingof  God,  *iil  be  effected;  andwichout 
this  (being  the  Foundation  of  all  the  other  fuperftru- 
fluresj  it  were  in  vain  to  pleafe our  f elves  withappre- 
henfions  of  that  Reformation  and  thofe  Formalities, 
which  vvoula  be  in  the  power  of  an  unfubdued  Tyrant 
to  abolifh,  whenfoever  it  fhould  be  found  inconfiftent 
with  his  other  defignes.  But  a  free  condition  of  a  juft 
Liberty  being  once  fetled  in  the  Nation,  it  will  be 
then  capable  of  receiving  all  the  additions  of  a  \btnt 
ejje]  either  in  civil  things,  or  thofe  of  Religion.-  As 
for  fruftrating  the  ends  of  the  Covenant,  with  private 
or  finifter  ends*  any  may  have  had  therein  ( which  per- 
haps they  may  fear  will  be  fruftrared)  we  know  not ; 
bur,  as  to  any  publike  vifibleendsof  it,  nothing  hath 
parfed  from  us,  to  the  fruftration  thereof  $  we  with 
we  could  fay  foof  the  late  Parliament  of  ScBtland^ 
or  of  Commiflioners  that  have  been  fent  from  them, 
or  that  there  had  been  lefs  {wearing,  and  more  per- 
formance toward  all  honeft  and  godly  ends.  And,  if 
upon  fuch  a  complex  engagement  to  feveral  things 
(which  may  not  always  be  confident )  any  a&ions 
which  may  bear  a  colour  of  failer,  as  to  one  or  other 
particular  have  been  neceflirated  to  be  undertaken, 
for  the  preferving  of  the  higher  and  more  principal 
ends  engaged ;  for  we  hope  fuch  things,  which  fome  * 
are  apt  to  render  as  breach  of  Covenant*  and  tending  ^ 
tofruftrate  the  ends  of  it,  will  yen  before  God  and 
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good  men,  be  found  themoft  real  performance  and 
fulfilling  thereof.  And  thus  we  might  leave  their 
fears  (expreffed  in  the  remainder  of  this  Paragraphs 
to  abate  together  with  their  proraifed  Grounds*  which 
we  have  feverally  anfwered  :  But*  that  thefe  things 
enumerated  (though  they  were  as  true  and  foul,as  they 
arereprefented)  fliould  alone  be  the  matter  of  fuch 
fears ,  as  thence  they  infer ,  we  cannot  altogether 
agree.  Wemuft  acknowledge  there  are  many  other 
things  that  have6een,  and  are  matter  of  high  provo- 
cation to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  whereby  difbonor 
hath  been  done  to  his  Name,  and  reproach  brought 
upon  Religion.  And  we  do  much  rejoyce,  to  fee  any 
tender  heart  fo  really  fenfible  of  his  own  fault  or 
failing  >  as  to  ftirhimup  to  themoft  effectual  ende- 
vors>  after  an  univerfal  change  and  Reformation* 
And  we  earneftly  defire ,  that  God  will  give  us  all 
fiich  a  fenfe  and  fuch  effefts  of  it ;  and  that  a  general 
t  Reformation  in  this  Kingdom  ,  may  be  rather  the 
genuine  and  natural  refult  of  our  changed  mindes, 
drawing  near  to  God,  then  the  external  drefs  of  an 
impofing  Law.  If  there  be  fuch  divifion  as  to  weaken 
us,  we  hopethecaufefhallnotbeonourparts;  how 
any  of  the  bands  of  union*  between  us  and  Scotland 
have  been  broken,  we  are  well  able  to  give  the  world 
an  account.  And  this  Nation  is  very  fenfible,  how 
much  we  fuffered  to  have  prevented  it :  If  we  under- 
ftood  how  any  thing  we  areabout>  fliould  unite  for- 
reign  enemies  againft  us>  we  fhould  do  our  beft  to 
*avoyd  it  *  We  are  at  prefent  in  League  with  all  our 
tra-nfmarine  Neighbors ,  and  fhall  endevor  to  deal 
juftJy  with  them  according  to  our  Treaties,  and  to 
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keep  the  Articles  of  our  feveral  alliances  $  And  we 
hope  they  will  not  efpoufe  a  quarrel  forreign  to  them, 
to  the  interruption  of  mutual  commerce  with  us, 
wherein  they  are  more  concerned  :  For  the  promoting 
of  the  Popi&inttreftj  anddeftroying  the  Reformed 
Religion,  and  the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  the  King- 
doms •  We  know  not  why  fuch  fuggeftions  came  in- 
to this  Catalogue  of  ill  Confequences  us  obje&ed  to 
us  unlefs  (as  many  of  the  reft)  tharthe  Paper  being 
pubfifhed,  might  caft  the  greater  odium  upon  our 
prefent  tranfa&ions :  Neither  can  we  underftand  any 
other  Rcafons,  why  theloofingof  ireUnd^  fhouldbe 
thruft  in  amongft  thofe  Confequences.    But  as  to 
that  poor  Kingdom  (  which  thefe  Commiffioners 
would  feem  fo  felicitous  for)  we  cannot  but  be  fenfiblc 
of  any  lofs  there,  as  ours  more  immediately,  and  not 
theirs.   And  what  lofs  or  prejudice  hath  of  1  ate  yeers 
been  incurred  there  >  hath  been  chiefly  occafioned* 
either  by  the  failing,  or  evil  carriage  of  the  ScotiJB 
Forces  Centertained.,  and  pretending  to  ferve  us  there) 
or  elfe  through  Inchequins  Revolt,  whom  the  prevail  - 
ing  Faftion  of  thofe  corrupt  Members  lately  amongft 
us  (in  whofe  behalf  thefe  Commillioners  are  now 
fo  zealous)  had  put  into  the  capacity  of  doing  us  and 
Englifb  Proteftants  there  fo  much  mifchief  3  yet  we 
hope  God  will  carry  us  on  in  fuch  Councels  and  ways, 
whereby  thofe  loffes  may  be  recovered  »  and  that 
miferable  Countrey  timely  relieved ;  notwithftand- 
ing  the  interruption  given  by  thefe  Papers*  and  the 
discontents  thereby  endevored  to  be  raifed,  to  the 
hinderance  of  that  Service. 
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Letter.  Sect.}. 

1  £40 .  Kingdom  were  opprejjed 

under  the  yoke  a*d  tyranny  of  the  Prelates ,  who  then 
wete  far  advanced  in  the  defigne  to  introduce  Popery^ 
Thd  Kingdom  of  Scotland  did  joyn  their  endevors  with 
this  Kingdom^  to  procure  a  free  Parliament  bere>  looking 
upnn  it  as  the  chief  mean,  by  the  blefsing  of  God,  t ogive 
a  check  to  the  defines  of  the  Prelates  (who  were  fludying 
the  change  of  Religion  )  and  to  the  enterprifes  of  evil 
CoanceSors  about  the  King,  (who  were  endevoring  to  eft  a- 
btiOj  an  Arbitrary  and  Tyrannical  Government  i)  And 
afterwards ,  when  through  the  power  and  prevalency  of 
Papitfs,  Prelates,  and  Mdignants,  this  Kingdom  was 
dtftrejjedy  The  Kingdom  of  Scotland  did  enter  into  a 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant  with  this  Nation,  For 
Reformation  and  Defence  of  Religion,  the  Honor  and 
Happinefs  of  the  King,  and  the  Peace  and  Safety  of  the 
three  Kingdoms  $   and  particularly ,  for  bringing  the 
Churches  $f  God  therein  to  the  neereft  Con]unBion  and 
Uniformity  in  Religion  y   Confefsion  of  Faith ,  Form 
of  Church  Government  ,    DireBory  for  Worfhip  and 
Catechizing,  for  Extirpation  of  popery,  Prelacy,  Supers 
ftition,  Herefiey  Schifm,Prophanenefs>  and  what foever 
fhall be  found  contrary  to  found  DoBrine  j  For  mutual 
Prefervation  of  the  Rights  and  Priviledgn  of  the  Par- 
liaments,, and  Liberties  of  the  Kingdoms  •  and  fordtf- 
cirQeringof  Incendiaries,  Malign  wts,  and  evil  Instru- 
ments, thai  hinder  Reformation  of  Ret gion,  divide  the 
King  from  his  People^  or  one  of  the  Kingdoms  from  an- 
other,  or  make  an)  PaBionor  Party  among  the  people^ 
contrary  t&  this  L  eague  and  Covenant ,    That  they  might 
he  brought  to  publike  Tryal  and  Punishment ;  for  pre- 
facing 
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ferving  Peace  and  Union  betwixt  the  Kingdoms  t  and 
defending  one  anath^r  in  this  Caufe,  an<H  continuing 
therein  all  the  days  of  our  Lives  >  zealot* fly  and  constantly 
againjt  all  Oppofition,  and  for  promoting  the  fame  ac- 
cording to  our  Power,  againjt  all  Lets  and  Impediments 
vpbatfoever. 

Answer. 

TO  this  third  Se^ion*  which  contains  what  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland  hath  done  for  this  King- 
dom! and  what  they  have  undertaken;  We  fay,  what 
ever  the  welaffe&ed  mS  cot  land  did>iu  their  brother  like 
affe&ion  to  this  Nation  (  when  our  preflures  were 
heavieft  upon  us)  we  (hall  not  forget :  We  deny  not, 
their  firft  coming  into  England  was  an  occafion  of  the 
calling  of  this  Parliament ;  and  we  were  not  unthank- 
ful to  them  for  what  they  then  did  ,  but  out  of  a  bro- 
therly acknowledgment  of  the  benefit,  gave  them  for 
their  brotherly  afliftance  300000  f.  WedefireaJfo 
the  Commi  (Goners  may  remember,  that  the  laft 
Parliament  before  this,  fuffered  it  felf  to  be  broken 
up,  without  any  vifible  hopes  of  ever  feeing  another, 
rather  then  contribute  moneys  to  the  King,  when  they 
faw  it  would  have  been  employed  to  the  oppreffing 
and  ruining  of  the  Scotifh  Nation  :  And  long  before 
this,  though  we  fhould  forget  it  the  People  of  Scot- 
have  left  it  upon  Record  ( ^vith  much  gratitude 
and  truth)  th*t  under  God*  they  were  delivered  by 
the  Forces  of  this  Nation  ,  in  the  very  infancy  of 
their  Reformation  from  the  French ,  and  therewith 
the  Po^ifh  yoke  5  which  nothing  under  God  then 
hindred  from  putting  on  >  but  that  feafonable  and  ef- 
feftujl  affiftance  they  received  from  hence.  We 
know  alfo  they  canntt  forget  fofoon  ,  That  we  have 

not 
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not  been  wanting  to  our  Friends  in  Scotland^  who 
now  have  the  governing  Power  there,  when  they 
were  brought  low  by  the  power  of  the  Army  >  which 
(by  Order  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  )  invaded 
this  Nation,  to  the  breach  of  all  Leagues  and  Treaties 
between  us.  And  when  that  Army>  by  the  juft  hand 
of  God  againft  them,  were  deftroyed,  and  that  Lieu- 
tenant General  Cromwel  in  purfuanceof  that  Yi&ory 
(with  our  Forces)  marched  to  the  Borders,  for  the  re- 
covery of  our  Towns  (treacheroufly  taken  from  us) 
He  entred  not  Scotland^  in  Hoftility  and  without  Dip- 
crimination,  to  retaliate  the  injuries  and  fpoyl*  this 
Nation  fuffered  from  that  invading  Army,  but  came 
tothcafliftanceof  the  wel-affofted  there,  upon  their 
defire  y  and  we,  out  of  a  fenfe  of  th«  oppreflion  of 
our  Friends,  before,  we  had  heard  either  from  him  or 
them '  gave  Order,  That  upon  their  defire,  he  fhould 
afford  them  all  feafonable  relief  and  affiftance;  and 
accordingly  fuch  of  our  Forces  were  left  there,  as 
thofe  our  friends  judged  necefTary  (  for  thefinifhing 
their  work  and  fetling  their  (ecurity,  againft  thofe 
who  had  oppreffedthem,  and  invaded  us.)  And  forth- 
with marched  the  reft  out  of  that  Kingdom,  that 
they  mi^htnot  bea  further  chargetihd  burthen  there- 
to. So  as  (we  truft)  we  have  given  fufficient  demon- 
ftration,  That  we  have  not  for  that  National  Invafi- 
on,  deferted  our  Friends ,  and  the  honeft  Party  in 
that  Nation,  but  affifted  and  flood  by  thetn*  and 
given  them  our  beft  help  to  put  affairs  again  into  their 
hands. 

For  the  Epitome  of  the  Covenant,  that  is  the  mat- 
ter of  the  reft  of  this  Se&ion,  we  conceive  there  is 
little  reafon  for  them,  toobje&  the  breaking  thereof 

unto 
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untous,  being  wholly  broken,  and  all  Treaties  with 
it,  by  that  National  Invafion  -y  which  had  not  God 
almoft  miraculoufly  Wafted,  and  brought  tonoughr, 
all  the  particulars  they  have  enumerated,  had  been 
buried  in  the  overflowings  of  Tyranny  and  Prophane- 
nefs  ;  onely  becaufe  the  dividing  the  King  from  his 
People  is  one  particular  urged  j  We  would  have  it 
rcmembred ,  who  protefted  againft  the  Kings  pa  (Ting 
four  Bills  at  thelfleof  wight,  abouttheend  ©f  De- 
cember, 1 647.  (which  fhould  have  been  the  affurance 
of  a  following  Treaty)  not  onely  ufurping  therein  a 
Negative  voyce  upon  the  Legiflative  power  of  £«f- 
Und%  but  being  thereby  thevifible  caufeof  not  pro- 
ceeding then  to  a  Treaty  5  and  whether  this  was  not 
more  truly  a  means  of  dividing  the  King  from  the 
People,  we  leave  to  the  judgment  of  all  men  :  As 
for  preserving  Peace  and  Union  between  the  Nations, 
wewifh  they  would  have  let  this  pais;  forweblufh 
to  repeat  fo  often,  that  it  was  broken  by  that  National 
A&>  we  being  invaded  by  their  Army,  fet  out  by  the 
Authority  of  their  Parliament.  And  to  this  particu- 
lar, wertiall  adde  thus  much  more ,  That  we  were  fo 
tender  of  keeping  the  Treaties,  and  fo  defirous  of 
maintaining  the  Union,  that  was  by  them  begun,  be- 
tween the  two  Nations ,  that  although  we  knew  well, 
by  whatfpirit  the  affairs  of  Scotland  were  then  a&ed, 
and  what  affe&ion  they  had  to  Peace,  who  were  in 
power ;  and  were  not  ignorant  that  a  War  was  deter* 
mined,  and  Forces  levied  againft  us  early  laft  Spring  - 
and  that  many  of  our  own  Delinquents*  and  Malig- 
nants  did  daily  flock  mto  Scot  landed  were  entertain- 
ed there,  and  would  not  be  delivered  to  punifhment, 
though  required  according  to  th.e  exprefs  terms  of  the 
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Treaty,  by  our  Commiflioners  there  refident,byour 
efpecial  Order  to  them  for  that  purpofe ;  yet  we  for- 
bare,  not  ooely  to  put  Garifons  into  the  Towns  of 
Barwick  and  Carlile,  becaufe  it  feemed  againft  the 
great  Treaty  5  but  did  not  fo  much  as  bring  any  to  the 
Borders  (as  we  might  have  done,  and  laid  them  at  fuch 
Pittance,  as  might  have  prevented  the  furprife  of 
thofe  Towns)  becaufe  we  would  not  givealarmto 
that  Nation,or  caufe  any  apprehenfion  in  our  Friends 
there  5  that  we  had  any  intentions  of  Hoftilicy  againft 
them ,  but  we  rather  chofe  to  have  a  breach  made  up- 
on us*  then  to  make  it ,  and  to  have  our  Towns  taken 
from  us  (which  we  forefaw  was  like  to  happen)  rather 
then  to  do  any  thing  that  might  be  interpreted)  to  tend 
to  a  breach  of  Union*  or  of  the  Treaties 2  And  we  re- 
pent not  our  tendernefs  therein  ( though  we  are  not 
unfenfible  of  what  we  fuffered  by  it,)  God  having 
owned  our  Caufe,  and  born  witnefstoourdefireof 
Peace,  by  ft  retching  out  his  hand  upon  that  Hypocri- 
caland  Faith-breaking  Army,and  their  adherents,  and 
by  reducing  them  to  a  necefsity  of  ordering  the  refti- 
tutionof  our  Towns. 

Letter.    Sect.  4. 

IN  pursuance  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  both 
Houses  have  often  declared,  That  they  will  eft aHifJj 
the  Reformat  ion  of  Religion,  extirpate  Popery  aud  Pre- 
lacy, and  fupprefs  Herefie  and  Schifm,  and  they  mil  main* 
tain  the  Fundamental  Government  of  this  Kingdom,  by 
King,  Lords  and  Commons :  And  when  the  common  enemy 
being  f  'ibdued,the  Scotifh  army  was  logo  out  ofthis  King  • 
domain  the  beginning  of  they  eer^^,^  .And His  Majefly 
by  confent  of  both  Kingdoms,  was  to  come  f#Holdenby. 

The 


The  WoufeS  oJttT^ment  did  declare  both  to  the  King 
and  to  the  Kingdome  ofScou«Zi,  Ihf  reffe^  ^jould  U 
had  to  thefafety  &  prefervation  of  his  Majejlies  Perfon, 
in  the  prefervation  and  defence  of  the  trueR  eligion  and 
Liberties  of  the  Kingdomes  according  to  the  Covenant, 
And  when  theKlng  fhould  he  at  Holdenby  and  the  Scot- 
tish forces  gone  out  of  this  KingdomJThat  they  would  joyn 
with  the  Kingdome  of 1  Scotland  in  employing  their  left 
indeavours  to  procure  his  Majeflies  afjent  to  the  Propor- 
tions agreed  on  by  both  Kingdomes  ,A'nd  in  cafe  the  King 
fhould  not  gk)e  his  ajjent  thereunto,  that  the  Hcufes 
were  refolved  fti/l  to  maintaine  the  happy  union  alrea- 
dy fet  led  betweene  the  two  Kingdomes,  according  to  the 
Covenant  and  Treaties  •  The  Parliament  of  Scotland 
did  at  the  fame  time  alfo  publifh  a  Declaration  of  their 
intentions  (whereof  one  Copy  was  delivered  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  another  to  the  Hcufes  of  Parliament,)  that  in 
the  interim  (untill  his  Majefty  jhou/d  give  fatisfaRi- 
bnto  both  Kingdomes  in  the  Propofit  ions  of  peace)  there 
fhould  be  no  harme,  prejudice,  injury  or  violence  done  to 
his  Roy  all  Per fon,  That  there  fhould  bee  no  change  of 
Government,  other  then  had  been  for  three  years  prece- 
ding, And  that  his  pofterity  fhould  be  no  wayes  preju- 
diced in  their  lawfull  fuccefion  to  the  Crowne  and  Go- 
vernment of  thefe  Kingdomes. 

Answer. 

IN  this  Forth  fe&ion,  They  fay,  what  the  Houfes 
and  their  Nation  have  declared^  and  here  againe 
reckon  up  Reformation  of  Religion,  extirpation 
of  Popery  and  Prelacy  and  fuppreffion  of  Here- 
fy  and  Schifme$  And  to  this  we  ftillfay,  wefhail 
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ihdeavour  (with  all  that  power  tb>:  God  hath  given 
aa^iliaiivcixgiuninaytte  reformed  according  to  th$ 
word  of  God,  which  is  the  rule  of  truth,  and  that 
which  is  fo  reformed  according  to  the  beft  Reformed 
Churches,  for  the  very  rule  of  their  Reformation  is 
alfo  the  Scriptures,  To  which  what  Church  foever 
draws  moft  neere  in  its  Reformation,  that  is  the  beft 
Reformed  Ghurch,  And  if  we  fhould  acknowledge 
any  one  Church  to  be  fovfrell  Reformed  as  it  might 
obtrude  ics  Reformation  for  a  patteme, (which  others 
muft  neceffarily  follow,  (though  its  conformity  to 
that  fupreame  rule  bee  not  evident  to  thofe,  upon 
whom  fuch  uniformity  is  obtruded)  it  were  juftly  to 
be  accounted  a  part  of  that  Popery,  which  we  have 
declared  to  extirpate ;  For  Prelacy,  wee  know  not 
why  that  is  in  the  Paper,  ffe conceiving  that  all  theif 
jurifdidion  is  taken  away,  and  a  great  part  of  their 
Lands  fould,  and  they  know  very  well  to  what  pur- 
pofe  a  great  part  of  the  mony  wasimployed^  And 
we  with  them  and  all  Covenanters  (as  to  this  point) 
to  confider,  whither  that  they  fo  complaine  of,  in 
behalfe  of  feciuded  Members,  were  not  done  in  re* 
ference  to  their  endeavoured  con juri&ion  with  the 
King,  on  ftich  termes,  as  would  have  left  to  Prelacy  a 
remaining  root  and  foundation  in  this  Nation  ;  By 
Popery  we  conceive  they  meane  Popifh  Do&rine  or 
Wor(hip(for  the  jurifdi&ion  of  it,  they  know  hath 
bin  long  extirpated  out  of  this  nation)  and  for  that 
Doctrine  or  Wortliip,.  wee  give  it  no  allowance  of 
publique  or  private  teaching  or  pradWe,  And,  asjt 
is  a  matter  of  opinion  in  themiflds  of  particular  rnee, 
we  have  found  that  all  the  fiiarpneffe  of  our  Lawes 
(whkhhavebeene  fufficiently  fevere  againft  them) 

hath; 


hath  not  bin  able  to  extirpate  it ;  And  (  as  thefe  the 
CommilTioners  well  know)  all  that  hath  bin  done  in 
S  cot  I  and  again  ft  Popery  in  purfuanceof  their  Cove- 
nant, hath  not  yet  wrought  fuch  effe&s,but  that  many 
of  that  profcflfion  are  Ihll  living  among  them ;  And 
indeed,  that  lome  tares  both  of  evili  men  and  mif- 
worfhipers  will  be  left  in  the  field  of  the  world  till 
theharveft  ( notwithstanding  the  good  feed  fownc 
by  the  Matter  and  all  the  care  of  theferv^nts)  we 
find  it  not  barely  foretold^  but  the  violent  plucking 
of  them  up  forbidden,  and  a  plaine  Injun&ion  ad' 
ded,  That  both  fliould  be  let  grow  together  untill 
harveft  5  which  certainly  were  intended  as  rules  to 
thefervants(atleaft)  in  relation  to  fuch  weeds  and 
to  fuch  wayes  of  plucking  up,  where  there  might  be 
.danger,  with  the  weeds,  to  pluck  up  the  wheat  alfo: 
And  therefore  (as  to  Herefy,  Schifme,  &c.  Firft  we 
muft  defire  all  men  to  take  notice,  That  the  Cove- 
nant doth  not  engage  abfolutely  that  we  will  extir- 
pate or  fuppreffe,  as  thefe  Commilfioners  render  it 
(which  were  an  high  prefumption)  but  that  we  will 
indeavour  it,  in  our  feverall  places  and  callings,  arid 
by  all  lawfull  wayes  and  means  $  which  certainly  is 
to  be  underftood,  that,  to  the  feverall  things  to  be 
endeavoured,  fuch  wayes  and  means  fhould  be  ufed, 
as  (according  to  the  nature  of  the  things  feverally) 
are  proper  and  lawfull  ;  And  next  we  declare  that 
thebeftway  for  the  extirpation  and  fupprefllon  of 
Herefy,  and  Schifme  (  as  we  conceive  )  is,  to  hold 
forth  the  truth  in  love,  which  (foheld  out)  will  be- 
get love  and  thereby  gaine  the  better  reception  in 
them  that  heareit,  And  it  fhall  be  our  care  to  pro- 
vide for  thofe  who  may  fo  hold  it  out,  and  then  wait 
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for  an  effe&ttall  bleffing  from  God  upon  thole  means. 
To  what  they  tell  us  of  our  declarng,  that  we  will 
mainraine  the  Fundamental!  Government  of  this 
Kingdome  by  King,Lords,  and  Commons  j  wedefirc 
to  know  what  intereft  Scotland  hath  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  England^  that  there  ftiould  be  any  interpofi- 
tion  in  it,  What  Government  the  people  of  England 
fhall  choofe,  we  know  none  that  have  any  negative 
upon  it  5  The  Legiflative  power  being  in  them  ori- 
ginally and  fundamentally,  and  exercifed  by  thofc 
that  reprefent  them  5  what  Lawes  they  declare  or  e- 
naS,  they  have  power  alio  to  annull  and  repeale, 
when  they  fhall  judge  it  to  be  no  longer  for  the 
good  and  fafety  ©f  the  people,  which  is  the  highefl 
Law,  to  which  all  other  Lawes  and  Declarations 
muft  fubmit.  And  there  can  be  no  forreigne  judge- 
ment of  that  fafety. 

To  that  they  fay  in  this  Letter  ( that  by  confent 
of  both  Kingdomes,  the  King  was  to  come  to  Hoi- 
dknifj  )  and  to  that  in  their  fecond  Letter  (that  it  will- 
be  a  great  griefe  to  their  hearts,  and  lye  heavy  upon 
their  fpirits,  to  fee  their  trufting  of  his  Perfon  to  the 
Parliament  of  England  made  ufe  of  to  his  mine  )  h 
hath  been  fo  fully  cleered  in  the  aforefaid  Declarati- 
on of  this  Houfe  of  the  28th  of  November  16^6 
That  the  Kingdome  of  Scotland  had  no  right  of  dif- 
pofing  of  the  Perfon  of  the  King  in  England^  as 
that  wee  fhall  adde  nothing  to  it :  Wee  (hall  onely 
fay,  that  they  did  not  truft  the  King  with  the  feriikt 
mentof£^f/^«rf,Forhe  was  not  at  all  in  the  power 
of  the  Kingdome  of  Scotland^  for  he  was  not  then  ia 
Scotland^  neither  was  the  Army  of  Scots  in  England-^ 
the  Kingdome  oiScothna\  nor  the  A  rmy  of  Scotland ; 
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It  was  indeed  an  Army  of  the  Scots  Nation,  but  it 
was  the  Army  of  England  in  their  fervice,  and  in 
their  pay,  and  to  whom  fliould  they  deliver  the  King 
of  England  (  comming  into  their  power  in  England) 
while  they  were  in  the  fervice  and  pay  of  Englandjout 
to  the  Parliament  of  England. 

Bcfides,howcan  they  affirmethe  common  enemy 
was  fubdued  (  as  in  the  next  words  before  )  if  he  were 
then  in  an  Army,  that  had  right  to  defend  him  ftill 
againft  this  Parliament,  and  not  deliver  him  up  at 
their  commands ;  What  other  common  enemy  was 
it,  who  made  all  that  warre  againft  this  Nation,  was 
it  not  he  ^  and  was  it  not  by  his  Commiflions  and 
Commands  i  and  how  was  he  then  fubdued,  if  the 
Armyyconfifting  of  the  Scott  ifh  Nation  in  the  pay 
of  England,  might  have  defended  him,  and  fought 
forhim?  And  if  they  thought  they  might  refufe  to 
deliverhim,  why  did  not  that  Army  carry  him  with 
them  into  Scotland  ?  was  it  becaufe  they  knew  they 
had  no  authority  fo  to  doe,  or  becaufe  they  knew  or 
feared  his  prefence,  and  the  peace  of  that  place,whers 
ever  he  fliould  come, would  bo  incompatible. 

To  what  they  fay  [That  this  Parliament  did  then 
declare  that  refped  (hould  bee  had  to  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  his  perfon,  in  the  prefervation  and 
defence  of  the  true  Religion  and  Liberties  of  the 
Kingdome,  And  that  they  would  joyne  to  procure 
his  aflent  to  the  Propofitions^c^.  And  in  cafe  tho 
Kingfhould  not  affent,  yet  they  would  ftill  mam- 
teine  the  Union  between  the  two  Kingdomes  accor^ 
ding  to  the  Covenant  and  Treaties: •]  Wee  fay,  Ttat 
meeting  with  thefe  things  fo  often  repeaed,  they 
force  us  again  to  aske,  who  broke  the  Union  ?  fj 
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accordiag  to  the  Treaty  and  Covenant  to  invade 
England  with  an  Army,  (  and  that )  by  the  auf  hority 
of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland}  or  can  they  think,that 
wee  were  bound  and  they  at  liberty  to  keep  ir,  or  re- 
quire it  to  be  kept  as  far  only,  as  it  fhould  ferve  the 
intereft  of  Scotland  ?  And,  for  joyning  to  procure 
the  Kings  affent  to  Propofitions,  where  as  it  was 
then  defired  but  for  once  more,  hath  it  not  fince 
been  fulfilled  many  times  over  on  the  part  of 
the  Parliament  of  England }  were  not  the  Propofiti- 
ons(  agreed  to  by  their  Commiflioners )  fent  fince 
that  time  unto  the  King  at  Hampton  Court,  and  a- 
gain  refufed  by  him  ?  And  was  'there  not  afterwards 
an  Addreffemade  to  him  at  the  Ifle  of  wight  with 
foqre  Bills,  concerning  onely  three  of  thole  many 
things  conteyned  in  the  large  Propofitions,  with  an 
eflentiall  precaution  in  order  to  Treaty  ,  [viz. 
that  the  Parliament  might  ad journe  it  felfe  to  fuch 
place  as  they  ftiould  find  moft  convenient  and  fafe  ] 
and  an  offer  to  Treat  with  him  for  the  reft  of  the 
things  conteyned  in  the  Propofitions  ?  And  did  not 
(  as  we  fa  id  before )  the  Commiflioners  of  Scotland^ 
then  and  there  proteft  againft  thofe  overtures  {o  that) 
inbehalfeofthe  King,  and  for  his  intereft,  againft 
the  Judgement,  not  onely  of  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land,  but  againft  whac  was  the  judgement  of  the 
Kingdome  of  Scotland  alfo,  in  their  former  Addrefles 
with  us  wherein  the  fame  things  ( for  the  maine)  were 
infifted  on  with  many  more?  but  if  Scotland  had 
never  joyned  to  infift  on  any  of  thofe  foure  things,yet 
lince  they  concerned  the  fecurity  of  this  Nation;  was 
not  the  Parliament  of  E^/^^competent  to  demand 
of  him,  things  of  that  nature,  without  the  allowance 


of  the  Scutch  Commiilioncrs  ?  have  wee  at  any  ci-me 
interpofed  to  hinder  them  in  any  of  their  Addrefles 
for  things  concerning  Scotland}  have  wee  not  left  it 
wholly  to  themfelves,  to  pitch  upon  what  demands 
tfaey  thought  ncceffary  for  that  Kingdome,  and  being 
ready  to  aflift  and  /oyne  with  them  ( when  ever  they 
havedefiredus )  to  further  the  procuring  of  them? 
As  to  the  matter  of  refpe#  to  be  had  to  the  fafety  of 
his  Perfon,  in  defence  of  the  true  Religion  and  Li- 
berties 5  can  any  man  underftand  thofe  words  not  to 
intend  fome  limitation  of  that  refpeft  ?  And,  under- 
ftanding  them  fo  (  to  fay  nothing  of  the  inconfiftency 
of  that  refpeft,  with  the  fecurity  of  true  Religion, 
wherein  themlelves  fay,  in  their  fecond  Letter,  his  Jar? 
teft  andlargeft  Conceflions  were  fo  unfatisfa&ory. 
Wee  anfwer,  (  as  to  our  Liberties )  there  hath  fince 
then  been  a  fecond  warre,raifed  by  him  againft  this 
Nation,  wherein  the  power  of  Scotland  affifted, 
which  (if  God  had  not  mightily  affifted  us)  had 
for  ever  ruinedour  Liberties  5  And  fhould  there  ftill 
have  been  a  refped  had  to  the  prefer  vation  of  his  Per- 
fon, who  wasreftlefleandendlefTe  in  his  indeavours 
anddefignes5forthedeftru3:ionof  the  Liberties  and; 
hafpineflfeof  this  Nations  Put  cafe  hee  had  gotten 
into  the  head  of  fome  one  of  thofe  feverall  Armies 
by  his  influence  raifed,  the  laft  Summer,  to  difturbc 
our  Peace,  and  deftroy  our  Liberties,  muft  wee  have 
given  them  leave  to  fhoot  bullet,  and'  return  thenv 
onely  powder,  left  weeiliould  perhaps  hurt  his  Per- 
fon  ?  As  to  the  Declarations  of  the  Kingdome  of 
Scotland (  which  the  laft  part  of  the  fourth  Paragraph 
of  their  Letter  mentions*)  As  we  are  no  parties  there- 
to, fo  wee  have  no  more  to  fay  to  it,  fave  that  we  muft 
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aad  (hall  ever  difavow  any  Authority  of  colour  of 
right  in  them,  to  determine  or  declare  the  fucceflion 
of  the  Kings  Pofterity  to  the  government  of  this  Na- 
tion, nor  do  we  know  any  authority  they  have  to  de- 
clare or  determine  ajny  fuch  thing  concerning  any 
other  Kingdom e,  then  tteir  own . 

Letter.  Sec  T.5. 

THefe  being  the  engagements  of  both  Kingdomes 
joyntly  together,  and  federally  one  to  another  for 
the  ends  aforef aid,  me  hold  it  our  duty  to  indeavour  • 
that  reformation  of  Religion  be  fetled  and  eftablifhed, 
as  is  before  expreJJ'ed,  and  efpecial/y  that  the  toleration  of 
Idolatry \  Popery,  Blafphemy,  Herefte  and  Schifme  bee 
prevented^  left  wee  partake  in  other  mens  fmnes,  and 
thereby  be  in  danger  to  receive  of  their  plagms,  that  the 
Rights  and  Privi ledges  of  Parliament  may  be  prefer- 
ved,  That  there  may  be  no  change  of  the  fundamental 
government ;  And  that  there  be  no  harme,  injury  or  vio- 
lence  offered  to  his  Afajefties  Perfon,  the  very  thought 
whereof  the  Kingdom e  of  Scotland  hath  alwayes  abhor' 
redy  as  may  appear  e  by  all  their  proceedings  and  D  ecia- 
rations  •  And  the  Houfes  if  Parliament  have  uponfeVf 
rail  occ&fions  exprefjed  a  deteftation  thereof  in  their  De* 
titrations  •  wherefore  wee  doeexpeB  that  there  fhallbee 
no  proceeding  againft  his  Perfon  (  which  cannot  but  con' 
tinue,  andincreafethe  great  diftraBions  of  thefe  King- 
domes,  and  involve  us  in  many  difficulties ;  miferies  and 
eonfufions)  but  that,  by  the  free  Councells  of  both  How 
fes  of  the  Parliament  vf  England,  and  with  the  advife 
nxdcmfent  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  (which  is 
now  fitting  )  fuch  courfe  may  he  taken  in  relation  to 
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bimbos  may  he  fdr  the  good  and  bappineffe  of  tktfe 
Kingdom  es  ,  botb  having  an  unqueftionaile  inter eti 
therein. 

Their  Letter  of  the  22th  of  Janu- 
ary 1  6  4f. 

BT  our  Letter  of  the  6th.  of  this  inftant  ,  wee  repre- 
fented  untoyou  3  nbat  indeavours  bale  been  ufed^ 
for  taking  anay  of  his  Majeflies  life,  for  change  of  the 
foundam entail  government  of  this  Kingdome^  and  in- 
troducing a  finfull  and  ungodly  toller  at  ion  in  matters 
cf  Religion,  And  therein  nee  did  exprefje  our  fad 
thoughts,  and  great  feares  of  the  dangerom  confequen- 
ces  that  might  follow  thereupon ;  And  further  wee  did 
earneft/y  pr  effect  bat  there  might  be  no  proceeding  againfl 
bis  Majeflies  Perfon  which  would  certainly  continue  the 
great  diftr  aft  ions  of  the fe  Kingdom es^  And  invoke  us 
in  mam  evills,  troubles,  and  confufions :  but  that  by  the 
free  Councells  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land, and  with  the  advifeand  confent  of  the  Parliament 
of  Scotland,  fuch  courfe  might  betaken  in  relation  te 
birn\  as  may  be  for  the  good  and  happinejje  of  thefe  King- 
domes^  both  having  an  unquestionable  and  undeniable 
interellin  his  Perfony  as  King  of  both  5  which  duly  con- 
fidered^weehadreafon  to  hope  flsould  have  given  aflopp 
to  all  proceedings  again  fi bis  Majefties  Perf  on.  But  we 
understand,  That,  after  many  of  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons^  have  been  Imprifoned  and  feclu- 
ded^  Andalfo  without  and  againfl  the  confent  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peer  es^  by  a  Jingle  A  8  of  yours  alone,  power 
is  given  to  cert aine  per  fans 'of  your  owne  number,  of  the 
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Army,  and  forne  others,  to  proceed  againft  his  Majefties 
Per  fen  ;  In  Order  whereuntohe  was  brought  upon  Sa- 
turday lajl  in  the  afternoone,  hefore  this  new  extraordi- 
nary Court  wherefore  wee  doe  in  the  name  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Scotland, /b'  their  vindication  from  falfe 
Afperfions  and  Calumnies,  Declare,  That  though  they 
arenoc  fat/sfied  u  ith  his  Majefties  Conceffions  in  the 
late  T reatie  at  Newport  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  efpici- 
a*ny  in  the  matters  of  Religion  •  And  are  refolve&nht 
to  craze  his  Majefties  rejiitution  to  his  Government t 
before  fatisfaHion  be  given  ly  him  to  his  KingdomeS  5 
Tet  they  doe  all  unanimoufly  with  one  vcyce  (  not  one 
Member  excepted )  difclaime  the  leaft  knowledge  of, 
sr  accejjlon  to  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Army  here,  or 
gdinft  his  Majefty,  And  fincerely  profefe,  That  it  will 
bee  a  great  griefe  unto  their  hearts,  and  lye  heavy  upon 
their  Spirits,  if  they  fhall  fee  the  tru fling  of  his  Ma- 
jesties Per  f  on, to  the  Honourable  Houfes  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  to  bee  made  ufe  of  to  his  Ruine,  fo 
f.arre  contrary  to  the  declared  Intentions  of  the  King- 
dome  of  Scotland,  and  folemne  profejftons  of  the  Ki»g- 
domeof  England  :  And  to  the  end  it  may  bet  manifeft 
to  the  world,  how  much  they  abominate  and detefi  fo  hor- 
rid a  Defigne,  againft  hts  Majefties  Per / on-,  wee  doe, 
in  the  name  of  the  Parliament  and  Kingdome  of  Scot- 
land ,  hereby  Declare  their  difjent  from  the  faid 
proceedings,  and  the  taking  away  of  his  Mayflies  life, 
And  proteft,That  as  they  are  altogether  free  from  the 
fame,  So  they  may  be  free  from  all  the  Evil/s,  Mife- 
rie*,  Confufions,  and  Calamities^  that  may  follow  there- 
upon to  thefe  dijlrdftedKingdomes. 
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Answer. 

IN  that  fad  Paragraph  of  their  Letter  of  January 
thetfrh.  WehavetheEpitomic  of  their  whole 
large  Letter  contracted,  and  a  profeflion  of 
their  opinion,  what  is  their  duty  roindeavour; 
To  that  part  which  concerns  Rejigion  ;  We  have 
before  declared  our  opinion,  as  we  have  alfo  to  what 
is  the  power  of  this  Nation  in  the  Fundamental  Is  of 
Government:  If  Scotland  hath  not  the  fame  Pow- 
er or  Liberty,  and  as  we  doe  not  goe  about  to  con- 
fine them  to  us ;  So,  We  (hall  not  limmit  our  felves 
to  them ,  but  ( leaving  them  to  a&  in  relation  to 
theirs  as  they  (hall  fee  caufe)  refolve  to  maintaine 
our  owne  Liberties,  as  God  fhall  enable  us:  And 
as  we  are  farre  from  any  thought  of  impofing  upon 
them,  So  we  fhall  not  willingly  fuffer  Impofiti- 
ons  from  them,  while  God  gives  us  ftrength  or  lives 
tooppofe.  And  therefore  both  to  this  SeSion  of 
their  fir  ft,  and  to  their  whole  (econd  Letter,  We 
fhortly  make  this  Anfwcr,  That  after  a  long  and  fe- 
rious  deliberation  of  our  owne  Intrinfecall  Power 
and  Tru ft  ( derived  to  us  by  the  providence  of  God 
through  the  Delegation  of  the  People  )  and  upon 
like  Conlideration  of  what  we  and  this  Nation  have 
fuffered  from  the  Mifgovernment  and  Tyrany  of 
that  King,  both  in  Peace  and  by  the  Warres ,  And 
eonfideringhowfruitlefTe,  and  how  fullot  danger 
and  prejudice  the  many  Addrefles  to  him  for  Peace 
have  been,  and  being  Confcious  how  much  wee 
have  provoked  and  attempted  God  by  thenegled 
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of  impartlall  execution  of  Juftic*,  in  relation  to 
the  Innocent  bloudfpilt  and  oaifchiefe  done  in  the 
lare  Warres^  We  have  proceeded  to  (uch  a  courfe 
of  JuIKce  again  ft  that  Man  of  blond,  (aswedonbt 
not )  the  juft  God  ( who  is  no  refpe&er  of  Per- 
(bns.)  doth  approve  and  will  follow  with  his  blef- 
fing  upon  this  Nation  ;  And  though  (perhaps)  'we 
may  meet  with  many  difficulties  before  our  Liber- 
ties and  Peace  be  fetled,  Yet  we  hope  we  fhall  bee 
prefer  ved:  from  Confufion,by  the  good  will  of  him 
that  dwelt  in  the  Bn£h,  which  burnt  and  was  not 
confumed ;  and  the  Courfe  we  have  taken  with  the 
late  King,  and  mcane  to  follow  towards  orhers,  the 
Capitall  Enemies  of  our  Peace,  is,  (  V\  e  hope)  that,, 
which  will  be  for  the  good  and  happineffe  of  both 
Nations ;  of  which  if  that  of  Scotland  ftiould  thiflke 
fic  to  make  ufe  of,  and  Vindicate  their  owne  Liber- 
ty and  Freedome  (  which  lies  before  them,  if  they 
give  it  not  away,)  vVe  fljall  be  ready,  to  give  them 
all  Friendly  and  Neighbourly  affiftance,  in  tne  e- 
ftablifhing  thereof,  and  defire  they  would  take  it 
into  their  moft  ferious  confideration ,  before  they 
efpoufe  that  Quarrell,  which  can  bring  them  no  o- 
ther  advantage,  then  the  entayling  upon  them  and 
their  Pofterities  a  laftmg  Warrc  (with  all  Miferies 
that  attend  it )  and  Slavery  unto  a  Tyrant  in  the 
Iflue.  •  6tfv^^^F^ 
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